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Vocabulary Grammar Story and 

values
Thinking 
skills

Outside at 
school

Patrick has already had an accident in 
the lab.
Has Phoebe seen the Bosphorus Bridge yet?
They haven’t met an alien yet.
which / who / where revision

Back in time 
again
Thinking 
about what 
you’re doing 

Understanding 
character and 
situation

 Song: The Time Travellers  Phonics: Spelling patterns

 The treasure (pages 10–21)

Vocabulary Grammar Story and 
values

Skills Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Pirates I’ve been interested in music since I was 
ten.
He’s known his friend Charlie for six years.
How long have you had your new laptop?

The pirates’ 
treasure
Being honest

Reading
Listening, 
speaking and 
writing

Hypothesising Literature: 
Treasure 
Island

  Song: Get on board!  Phonics: -sure and -ture  Communication  Revision: My portfolio

2  Future transport (pages 22–33)

Vocabulary Grammar Story and 
values

Skills Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Travel You need / don’t need to …
Cities of the future will have monorails.
People won’t have to work so hard.

A problem 
for Patrick
Listening 
carefully

Reading
Listening, 
speaking and 
writing

Inferencing 
meaning

History: 
The history 
of the car

 Functional language dialogue  Creativity  Revision: My portfolio

3  Ancient Egypt (pages 34–45)

Vocabulary Grammar Story Skills and 
values

Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

In Egypt The pyramids were built by slaves.
The slaves weren’t paid any money.
How was it done?
a lot of / lots of / a few / a little

The 
mummy’s 
tomb

Speaking, 
reading and 
listening
Respecting 
differences

Paying 
attention to 
visual details
Reasoning

Maths: 
3D shapes

  Song: In old Cairo  Phonics: -ed endings  Communication   Revision: My portfolio

4  Olympic sports (pages 46–57)

Vocabulary Grammar Story and 
values

Skills Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Sports We could go and see the long jump.
I’m visiting my grandparents on Sunday.
My dad’s coming back from New York on 
Monday.

Not the best 
day
The sporting 
spirit

Reading and 
speaking
Listening and 
speaking

Mathematical 
thinking
Sequencing
Lateral thinking
Applying 
knowledge

Biology: 
Muscles

 Functional language dialogue  Creativity  Revision: My portfolio

Back to school (pages 4–9)

Map of the book

2

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521223874
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-22387-4 – Super Minds Level 6
Herbert Puchta Günter Gerngross and Peter Lewis-Jones
Table of Contents
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

5  In London (pages 58–69)

Vocabulary Grammar Story and
values

Skills Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Shops Have you ever seen a big fire?
Yes, I have. / No, I haven’t.
She has never made a film. / 
She’s never made a film.
Have you ever been to Mexico?
No, I haven’t, but my cousins went 
there last year.

The Great 
Fire
Thinking of 
others

Reading
Listening, reading 
and speaking

Understanding 
character and 
situation

Art: 
Impressionism

  Song: Have you … ?  Phonics: s and z sounds  Communication   Revision: My portfolio

6  Crazy inventions (pages 70–81)

Vocabulary Grammar Story Skills and
values

Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Tools and 
machines

too many / not enough
Can you tell me what this machine 
is? / … lever does? / … switch is for?

Professor 
Potts

Reading and 
speaking
Speaking, listening 
and writing
The benefits of 
technology

Logical thinking
Evaluating

Physics: 
Levers

 Functional language dialogue  Creativity  Revision: My portfolio

7  This is Houston (pages 82–93)

Vocabulary Grammar Story Skills and
values

Thinking 
skills

English for 
school 

Moon 
landing

Going on a space trip is exciting.
The alien said that he was from the 
moon.

Alex, the 
engineer

Listening, writing 
and speaking
Reading
Admitting mistakes

Sequencing
Logical thinking
Hypothesising
Creative thinking

Physics: 
The moon

  Song: Can you hear us?  Phonics: /�/  Communication   Revision: My portfolio 

8  A cold place (pages 94–105)

Vocabulary Grammar Story and
values

Skills Thinking skills English for 
school 

In the Arctic It isn’t warm here, is it?
The ice may / might melt.
Polar bears may not / might not 
find enough food.

Rescuing the 
seal pups
Caring 
for the 
environment

Speaking and 
listening
Reading, speaking 
and writing

Mathematical 
thinking
Evaluating
Sequencing

Environmental 
studies: 
Glaciers

 Functional language dialogue  Creativity  Revision: My portfolio

9  The Jurassic Age (pages 106–117)

Vocabulary Grammar Story Skills and
values

Thinking skills English for 
school 

Natural 
features

If I saw a dinosaur, I’d run away.
If I had … , If I went … , 
If I were … ,
What would you do if you met an 
alien?

The chase Reading
Listening, reading 
and writing
Taking an interest 
in nature

Making visual 
connections
Visualising 
spelling
Understanding 
textual 
cohesion

Biology: Fossils

  Song: I’d like to be …  Phonics: /ɔ�/   Communication  Revision: My portfolio

Grammar focus: pages 118–127
3
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10

2
CD 1

14  Read, listen and complete the sentences.

1 The treasure chest is full of  .

2 The pirates are  the treasure.

3 The captain has got a  and a  .

4 The children plan to  the treasure.

3  Choose a word. Mime it for your partner to guess.

10 Pirates

treasure chest6

key8

palm tree1

spade2

hook3

eye-patch5

binoculars10

hammock4

hole9

coins7

There were lots of pirates in the Caribbean Sea from around 1500 until the 1700s. 
The pirates robbed lots of ships, but they didn’t always steal gold coins and 
jewels. Very often they stole food, water, weapons and clothing. They even stole 
things like soap, ropes and anchors. Sometimes they used to keep the ship which 
they captured and then sell it. On other occasions, they kept the ship because it 
was better than theirs.

Look! Can you guess the word?

I’m not sure. Is it … ?

1

23

4 5

6
7

8

9
10

1
CD 1

13  Listen and say the words. Check with your partner.

There were
The pirates

The treasure
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11

I’ve been interested in music since I was ten.
He’s known his friend Charlie for six years.
They have lived in Mexico for three months.
She has had her gold bracelet since her 11th birthday.

11Present perfect with for and since

1   Read the magazine article and match the names with the jobs.

2
CD 1

15  Gr mm r 
focus

 
Listen and say the sentences.

3  Play the for and since game.

1 Bruce Stevens a a pirate

2 Jack Collins b a film director

3 Jean Fleury c an actor

September!

His new project is a film about the 
famous French pirate Jean Fleury, who 
robbed a Spanish ship in 1523. ‘I’ve loved 
pirates since I was ten,’ explains Bruce. 
Jack Collins is playing the part of Jean 
Fleury. ‘I’ve known Jack since 2003,’ 
Bruce tells us. ‘He’s a great friend and 
he’s perfect for the part.’

Film director 
Bruce Stevens 

has been in 
the Caribbean 

for more than six 
months now.
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12 Singing for pleasure; phonics focus: -sure and -ture

1
CD 1

16  Listen and answer the questions. Then sing the song.

1 What bird has the pirate got?

2 Has the pirate got an eye-patch, a wooden leg or a hook?

3 What languages does the pirate speak?

I’ve known my parrot Polly
Since she was an egg.
I’ve walked around for years and years
On a wooden leg.

Pirates, pirates, pirates,
Get on board the ship!
It’s a pirate, pirate, pirate
Caribbean trip.

I’ve learned to say ‘We’re pirates!’
In Spanish, French and Portuguese.
I’ve robbed lots and lots of ships
On the seven seas.

Pirates, pirates, pirates . . .

I’ve looked for gold and silver
For years and years and years.
I’ve found a lot of treasure
On islands far and near.

         Pirates, pirates, pirates . . .

2
CD 1

18  Listen and say the dialogue.

Woody  We love finding treasure …
Polly  And being in nature!
Woody  Gold gives us such pleasure …
Polly  And life’s an adventure!

In the late 1960s, a new sound 
started coming from the Caribbean 
island of Jamaica. It was called 
reggae and had a very different 
rhythm from other music of the 
times. Singers such as Bob Marley 
and Peter Tosh brought the music 
to an international audience and 
these days reggae is popular all 
over the world.

All about music: Reggae

It’s great.
It’s OK.
I don’t really like it.

What 
I think

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521223874
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13How long have you … ?

1   Read the magazine interview and correct the sentences.

How long have you had your new laptop? For three weeks.
How long has she known Tim? Since she was ten.
How long have you lived in Brazil? For eight years.
How long have you been keen on swimming? Only since February.

2
CD 1

21  Gr mm r 
focus

 
Listen and say the questions and the answers.

3   Write a list of four objects which you have. Look at the pictures or use your own 
ideas. Then show your partner your list. Ask and answer.

1 The machine in the photo is nine years old.

2 Carlos has one child.

3 Pedro bought the metal detector.

How long have you had your rucksack, Eva? Since Christmas.

.

ary

Carlos Santana is well known on the beaches of 

Cancún. Most days you can fi nd him there with his 

metal detector. We decided to fi nd out more.

Q  How long have you had this hobby?
A  For about nine years.
Q  Right. And for how long have you lived in Cancún?
A  Since 1990.
Q  How long have you had this metal detector?
A  Since my birthday, six months ago. My son and 

my daughter bought it for me.
Q  Do you always go metal-detecting on your own?
A  No, I usually go with my friend Pedro. I’ve known 

him since I was ten.
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Reading for pleasure14

1   Look at the pictures. What do you think the children do with 
the treasure that they found earlier?

2
CD 1

23   Read and listen to the story to check your answer.

‘Let’s climb that hill,’ suggested Alex. ‘Maybe we 
can see if the pirates are still here.’ Through their 

binoculars, they could see the pirate ship sailing away 
to the south. ‘What’s that other ship with the red sails and 
the black fl ag, behind the pirate ship? I wonder who they 
are,’ said Phoebe. ‘Well, we’ll never know,’ answered Patrick, 
‘but let’s check in the other direction. Are there any more pirates coming?’ 

They looked to the north, but they could only 
see a bigger island with a town. ‘OK, great,’ 
said Alex. ‘No pirates around.’

They walked back to the treasure. By now, 
they were thirsty, so they cracked open some 
coconuts and drank the milk. After that, they 
started to dig up the treasure chest. Two hours 
later, they pulled it out, opened it with the key 
which was in the lock and found that it was full 
of gold coins. ‘What are we going to do?’ asked 
Phoebe. ‘Well, the treasure’s ours now!’ Patrick 
said. ‘We didn’t steal it!’ ‘No, we didn’t,’ said 
Phoebe, ‘but those pirates did. It isn’t ours.’
At that moment, Patrick shouted, ‘A boat!’ 
Alex looked through the binoculars. ‘They 
aren’t pirates, I can see some children.’

The three friends ran to the beach and saw 
lots of families arriving on a boat. They were 
thirsty and tired, so Patrick gave them some 
coconuts.

‘Pirates have stolen our gold coins,’ one woman 
said. ‘We wanted to buy farms in America and 
now we’ve got nothing.’ She started to cry. 
‘We watched the pirates hide some treasure and 
we dug it up,’ said Patrick. ‘Maybe it’s yours. 
You can have it.’ 

The pirates’ treasure

nswer.

ddd 
yy
riickk

The Time Travellers
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Value: being honest; reading for pleasure

3   Match the sentence halves.

1 The three friends watch as pirates a out the treasure chest.

2 From a hill the friends watch b treasure chest to the people.

3 The three friends dig c have to stand at the edge of the hole.

4 A boat with men, women d are burying a treasure chest.

5 The three friends give the e who want the treasure chest.

6 At midnight more pirates arrive f jump into the hole.

7 They grab the three friends and they  g and children arrives.

8 The three friends h the pirates sail away.

4   Think!  Read the story again. Think of answers to the questions.

1 What was the ship with the red sails? 2 Why is the captain now a prisoner?

15

They fetched the treasure chest and the men 
loaded it onto the boat. ‘There’s a town on an 
island to the north. Go there,’ Patrick suggested, 
‘and I’m sure you’ll fi nd a bigger ship to take 
you to America. But be quick – the pirates aren’t 
far away.’ 

After the boat left, they found some bananas 
to eat and when it was dark, they lay down on 
the sand.

At midnight, they heard some people shouting, 
so they got up and quickly hid in some bushes. 
There were three men with torches and, with 
them, they had the pirate captain with the hook 
as their prisoner. ‘Where did you bury it?’ one 
of the men shouted. ‘Over there,’ the pirate 

captain answered, ‘next to 
that tree.’ The three 

men walked over to the tree, but they could only see a big hole.

At that moment, Alex sneezed. Waving their swords, 
the men ran over to where the three friends were hiding. 
They grabbed the children and took them to the hole. 
‘If you don’t take us to the treasure, we’ll throw you in and 
cover you with sand,’ one of the men shouted.

The three friends looked into the hole and saw a yellow glow. 
They jumped in. They were gone in a fl ash.
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SkillsSS

16 Reading

This Roman helmet, with a face mask, is 
about 2,000 years old. It’s made of copper 

and it sold for £2,281,250 in London yesterday.
An Englishman with a metal detector 

found pieces of the helmet in the little village 
of Crosby Garrett. At fi rst he didn’t know what 
it was, but he then showed it to experts. Th ey 
put the pieces together and were excited.

Th e helmet is a wonderful example of 
Roman art and extremely rare. Th e Roman 
soldier with curly hair is wearing a cap. On the 
cap there is an animal with the body of a lion 
and the head and wings of an eagle. Experts 
think that the soldier did not wear the helmet 
when fi ghting. Th ey think he wore it during 
military parades.

Th ere are only two other similar helmets 
with face masks and they are in the British 
Museum in London and in Edinburgh’s 
Museum of Antiquities.

Every year thousands of objects are 
discovered by people with metal detectors, 
but people who go walking or who work in 
their gardens or fi elds also sometimes fi nd 
interesting objects.

When you fi nd objects made of gold or 
silver that are more than 300 years old, you 
must report your fi nd. You usually get half 
of the money if a museum buys the object. 
Th e other half goes to the government.

1   Read the newspaper article. Write t (true), f (false) or ds (doesn’t say).

1 A man found a Roman helmet in his garden. 

2 The man showed it to his friend first. 

3 The soldier wore the helmet to fight. 

4 There is a mythical beast on the cap. 

5 The man has found treasure before. 

6 You don’t get any money when a museum buys the find. 

ROMAN HELMET FOUND BY METAL DETECTOR
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SkillsSS

A I A

17Listening, speaking and writing

1
CD 1

24   Listen to a radio show about people finding valuable objects and choose 
the correct answers.

2   Work in pairs. One of 
you has found an object 
with your metal detector. 
Discuss the questions.

• How long have you had 
your metal detector?

• Where were you?

• What did you hope to find?

• What time of day was it?

• What did you find?

• How did you feel?

3   Act out an interview 
between the person who 
found the object and a 
radio presenter. Use your 
ideas from Activity 2.

1 Who found a valuable object?
 a Mrs Vincent.

b Mr Vincent.
c Their daughter, Ruby.

2 Who was driving the tractor?
 a Mrs Vincent.

b Mr Vincent.
c Ruby.

3 Why didn’t Mrs Vincent think the 
object was valuable?

 a Because it was old. 
b Because it was dirty. 
c Because it was small.

4 Where did Mr Vincent put it?
 a In the kitchen.

b On the tractor.
c In the tool shed.

5 What did Ruby want to do with the 
bracelet?

 a Wear it.
b Sell it.
c Give it to a friend.

6  Who borrowed the bracelet from Ruby?
 a Her best friend.

b Her mum.
c A teacher.

7 Who bought the Roman bracelet?
 a A rich man.

b A museum.
c Ruby’s teacher.

8 What did Ruby buy with the money?
 a Clothes, jewellery and a laptop.

b A watch and a laptop.
c Books, clothes and jewellery.

I’ve had my metal detector 
for two years. I got it 
from my mum for my 
tenth birthday. I love it. 
On Saturday I was at my 
grandma’s farm. I went 
into the woods behind the 
house. There are some 
bushes and I used my 
metal detector on the 
ground below the bushes, 
where I was hoping to 
find some gold coins. 
Suddenly I heard a loud sound: beep – beep – beep. 
What was that? I was very excited. I ran back to my 
grandma’s house and I got a spade. I started to dig. 
While I was digging, I saw something. It was an old 
silver vase. It’s very beautiful!

4   Write a story about your find in Activity 2.
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18 Literature18

Treasure Island
Learn and thinkLe

1   Do you know the names of any famous pirates? 
What do you know about them?

2
CD 1

25   Read and listen to the beginning of Treasure Island 
by Robert Louis Stevenson. Answer the questions.

1 The story is in the first person. This means that the 
main character in the book is writing the story. 
Which words tell us this?

2 Which of these pictures is ‘the captain’?

What do you know about them

d

m?m?

b

3 Do you think the captain was a rich or a poor 
man? Why?

4 What do you think an inn is? Why?

5 Would you like to read the rest of 
Treasure Island? Why (not)?

Many people have asked me to tell the story of Treasure Island. It starts at my home, the Admiral Benbow Inn. It was my father’s inn and that’s where I fi rst saw the old seaman. He came in dragging his sea-chest behind him. He was a tall, strong, heavy, nut-brown man with a pigtail that fell over the shoulders of his dirty blue coat. His hands were covered with scars and he had black, broken nails. There was a big scar on one of his cheeks. He looked around the room, whistling to himself. Then he broke out into that old sea-song that he sang so many times later, after his adventures.
‘Fifteen men on the dead man’s chestYo-ho-ho …’
After looking around, he decided to stay. ‘You can call me captain,’ he said as he tossed down some gold pieces to pay for his room and his meals.
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19

Learn and thinkL

Literature 19

1   Read the definitions of different 
types of writing. Are the words 
similar in your language?

3   Read the texts again and 
answer the questions.

1 Who is the hero of Treasure Island?

2 What dangers does he face?

3 What did the reviewer like about 
the book?

4 What didn’t the reviewer like about 
the book?

5 Where did Robert Louis Stevenson 
get the idea for Treasure Island?

6 What was the story first called?

2

The book wasn’t bad. The story was interesting and quite 
exciting, but the descriptions were a little long at times. The 
beginning is quite slow and it took me a long time to get 
through the first couple of chapters. I recommend this book 
to people who like pirates and adventure stories.

2   Read the three texts about Treasure Island. Which one is:

a a review?

b a blurb?

c from a biography?

The idea for Treasure Island came from a map of an imaginary 
island that Robert Louis Stevenson drew for the son of a 
friend. Stevenson took this map and decided to write an 
action story. The story first appeared in a magazine for young 
people in several episodes. It was called The Sea-Cook, but 
it wasn’t very successful. In 1883, he changed the title to 
Treasure Island and published it as a book. It became a best 
seller and made Stevenson very famous.

g p y

After the death of the 

famous pirate Captain 

Flint, young Jim Hawkins 

finds himself with a map 

to the legendary Treasure 

Island and a fortune of 

gold, but before he can 

get to the treasure, he has 

to face many enemies and 

wild animals. After that, 

he has to face the most 

dangerous pirate of all, 

Long John Silver …

1

3

blurb a short text which tells you what a book is about. It’s often found on the back cover of the book.

biography a book which tells 
you about the life of a person.

review a text which tells you what someone 

thinks about a book, a film, a play, etc.

4  Project   Write three texts about 
your favourite book.

• A blurb for the book: Tell the reader 
what the book is about in a couple of 
sentences. It should make the reader 
want to read the book.

• A review of the book: Write about 
what you liked/didn’t like about the 
book.

• A biography: Use the Internet to find 
out about the author and where the 
idea for the book came from.
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Time to present

20 Communication

1
CD 1

26   Treasure is something special to you. It doesn’t have to be gold 
coins. Listen to Daniel talking about the paintings that he and his 
brother Christopher did on an art course and answer the questions.

Think about it
• Think about your ‘treasure’. 

It could be an object or a pet.

• Think about why it’s valuable 
to you.

• Think about how to present it. 
Can you bring it to the 
presentation or show a photo?

Prepare it
• Think about the questions and 

make notes.

   Where did you get your treasure 
from? Did you get it as a present? 
Did you create it? Did you buy it?

   How long have you had it?

   Why is it important for you?

    Is it also important for your family?

    Have any of your friends already 
seen it? What did they say?

• Decide if you want to show the 
treasure or a photo of it at the 
beginning or at the end of your 
presentation.

Present it
• You should talk for about 

a minute. Think about questions 
that you can ask your classmates.

    What do you think about my 
treasure?

    Would you like to see it? 
(if you have only shown a photo)

When you finish a talk, say ‘Thank you for listening’. 
Then ask your classmates if they want to ask any 
questions.

Tips for presenters

When yo

i

1 What is Daniel’s treasure? 3 What do they show?

2 When did the paint them? 4 Where does it hang?

A show and tell
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21Revision

My portfolioMy p

1   Start a new portfolio for this year. Write your profile.

2   Look at the photos 
and read the two blog 
entries. Who wrote 
them: Katie or James? 
How do you know?

3   Read the entries 
again and answer 
the questions.

1 What’s James’ problem?

2 How long has he lived 
in the new town?

3 What’s he done since 
he came here?

4 How did Katie get her 
metal detector?

5 Does Katie know 
James well?

6 What does she think 
of him?

4   Write a blog entry 
about today. 
You can invent the 
information if you 
want.

A blog entry

When you write a blog on the 
Internet, make sure that you 
don’t give your full name, your 
real address or information 
about where you live (e.g. 
opposite Castle Park School).

Tips for writers

Katie James

Sign In
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MY BLOG

27th March – another great day. I’m so happy. This 
morning I got a metal detector! It used to be my uncle’s, 
but Mum said he’s given it to me! I’ve already tried it out, 
but I haven’t found any gold yet. Oh, by the way, today 
I worked with the new boy in our class. His name’s James. 
He’s been with us since the beginning of January. I think 
he’s very nice. Tomorrow I’ll ask him if he wants to come to 
my birthday party next week. Do you think he’ll say yes?p

Sign In

MY blog
Today is 27th March – another boring day for me. I’m writing 
this in my bedroom. We’ve lived in this new town for three 
months now and I haven’t made any friends. I’ve watched 
twelve films, I’ve read six books, I’ve written a lot of emails 
and I’ve listened to hundreds of songs, but I haven’t made any 
friends and that’s BORING! I’ve spoken to my dad about it. 
He says I need to wait. I hope he’s right.
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