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Th e authors and publishers acknowledge the following sources of copyright material and 
are grateful for the permissions granted. While every eff ort has been made, it has not 
always been possible to identify the sources of all the material used, or to trace all 
copyright holders.  If any omissions are brought to our notice, we will be happy to 
include the appropriate acknowledgements on reprinting.

Th e publisher has used its best endeavours to ensure that the URLs for external websites 
referred to in this book are correct and active at the time of going to press. However, the 
publisher has no responsibility for the websites and can make no guarantee that a site 
will remain live or that the content is or will remain appropriate.

Texts
Text on p. 18 adapted from ‘Social Networking Tip: Th e Pros and Cons of Social Networking 
Sites’ by JJC13, 2009.  http://hubpages.com/hub/Pros-and-Cons-of-Social-Networking-Sites; 
CBS News for the text on p. 23 from ‘Michelle Obama on love, family and politics’ by Katie 
Couric, CBS Evening News, 18.06.09. Copyright © CBS News Archive; Cambridge University 
Press for the text on p. 27 adapted from Th e Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language 
by David Crystal. Copyright © 1995 Cambridge University Press; Art Markman for the text on 
p. 29 adapted from ‘What is the best way to give advice?’ by Art Markman, Psychology Today, 
16.04.10. Reproduced by kind permission of Art Markman; NI Syndication Limited for the 
text on p. 37 adapted from ‘Our young face watched by 1000 million eyes’ Th e Times, 21.04.00; 
for the text on p. 45 adapted from ‘Nowhere Man’ by Sarah Sims Th e Times 11.03.00; for the 
text on p. 70 adapted from ‘Talking clothes get our measure’ by Paul Nuki, Th e Sunday Times, 
22.03.99; for the text on p. 95 adapted from ‘What these kids need is discipline’ by Ann 
McFerran, Th e Times, 22.08.99. Copyright © NI Syndication Limited; Jennifer Beaumont and 
Alison MacDiarmid for the text on p. 38 adapted from ‘Valuing New Zealand’s marine 
environment’ by Jennifer Beaumont and Alison MacDiarmid, NIWA. Reproduced by kind 
permission of Jennifer Beaumont and Alison MacDiarmid; MoneyWeek Limited for the text 
on p. 39 adapted from ‘Catherine Cook: the brainwave that made me $10m by the age of 18’ 
by Jodie Clarke, MoneyWeek, 26.09.08. www.moneyweek.com. Copyright © 2008 MoneyWeek 
Limited; Daily Mail for the text on pp. 42–43 adapted from ‘Did we really believe in the joy of 
text?’ by Craig Brown, Daily Mail, 1.4.10; for the text on p. 99 adapted from ‘Th e $25,000 
Levis’ by David Gardner, Daily Mail, 16.05.01; for the text on p. 112 adapted from ‘Men lie six 
times a day and twice as oft en as women, study fi nds,’ Daily Mail, 14.09.09; for the text on p. 
149 adapted from ‘Binging on chocolate makes trousers too tight’ by Paul Kendall, Daily Mail, 
23.04.00. Copyright © Daily Mail; Crimson Business for the text on p. 46 adapted from 
‘Dominic McVey - Th e entrepreneurial whizz-kid talks to Startups.co.uk about his amazing 
rise to success’ Startups, 11.08.04. Reproduced with permission; Patently Absurd! for the text 
on p. 52 from Patently Absurd! www.patentlyabsurd.org.uk. Reproduced with permission; 
Telegraph Media Group Limited for the text on p. 68 adapted from ‘When the offi  ce is your 
best bet’ by Tom Standage, Th e Telegraph, 01.10.96; for the text on p. 104 adapted from ‘Look 
on the bright side’ by Harry Wallop, Th e Telegraph, 05.07.03; for the text p. 129 adapted from 
‘Is honesty the best policy?’ by Th ea Jourdan, Th e Telegraph, 17.10.00. Copyright © Telegraph 
Media Group Limited; Desso for the text on p. 82 adapted from ‘Th e psychology of color at 
retail’ by Patricia Beks, Retail Customer Service, 20.03.09. Reproduced with permission; Van 
Gogh Gallery for the text on pp. 86‒87 adapted from ‘Vincent van Gogh: sunfl owers, a brief 
understanding of sunfl ower paintings,’ Van Gogh Gallery. Reproduced with permission; 
Listening exercise on p. 88 from ‘Evolutionary factors of language’ http://www.ling.lancs.ac.uk/
monkey/the/linguistics/LECTURE4/4evo.htm reprinted with permission; Guardian News & 
Media Ltd for the text on p. 99 adapted from ‘Why teenagers can’t concentrate: too much grey 
matter’ by Amelia Hill, Th e Guardian, 31.05.10; for the text on p. 128 adapted from ‘Art’s 
masters draw the queues’ by Maev Kennedy, Th e Guardian, 09.02.01; for the text on p. 151 
adapted from ‘Beaten by a tomato, but I still loved the world and it loved me’ by David Munk, 
Th e Guardian, 23.04.01; for the text on p. 156 adapted from ‘Sucker for soccer: Octopus 
predicts World Cup fi nalist’ by Mark Tran, Th e Guardian, 07.07.10. Copyright © Guardian 
News & Media Ltd 2001, 2010; Random House Group and Bill Bryson for the listening 
exercise and text on p. 101 extract from A Short History of Nearly Everything by Bill Bryson. 
Copyright © 2004 by Bill Bryson. Reprinted by permission of Bill Bryson and Random House 
Group.  All rights reserved; James Berardinelli for the text on p. 107 adapted from ‘Casablanca, 
a fi lm review’ by James Berardinelli, Reel Reviews. Reproduced with kind permission by James 
Berardinelli; TechMediaNetwork Inc. for the text on p. 113 adapted from ‘Diffi  cult to 
Deceive?’ by Denise Show, Live Science, 31.05.13. Copyright © TechMediaNetwork, Inc 2013; 
Text A on p. 125 adapted from ‘Food is of Key Importance in a Sustainable Society’ by Lena 
Strålsjö, Sustainability Journal, January 2009;  Hwei Li Chang for text B on p. 125 adapted from 
Food in Chinese Culture: Anthropological and Historical Perspectives, edited by K.C. Chang, 
published by Yale University Press, 1977. Reprinted with kind permission of Hwei Li Chang; 
David Hayden for text C on p. 125 adapted from ‘Th e Importance of Food Science,’ 
FarmingAmerica.org, 18.11.10. Reproduced with kind permission of David Hayden; Text D 
on p. 125 adapted from ‘Th e Importance of Securing Global Food Supply,’ European Crop 
Protection Association, 26.04.12. Reproduced with permission of Th e Henry Jackson Society; 
Th e River Group for the listening exercise on p. 130 from ‘Treasure Island’, Flightbookers, 
Travelling and Freestyle Magazine, Autumn 2000. Reproduced with permission; Summersdale 
for the text on pp. 130–131 extracts from Running a Hotel on the Roof of the World by Alec Le 
Sueur, published by Summersdale. Reproduced with permission; Climatadata.info for the 
graph on p. 136 ‘Comparison of temperature estimates’. www.climatedate.info. Reproduced 
with permission; New Scientist for the text on p. 136 adapted from ‘What’s the weather’ New 
Scientist, 16.09.00. Copyright © 2000 Reed Business Information UK. All rights reserved. 
Distributed by Tribune Media Services.

Photos
p. 10: wavebreakmedia/Shutterstock; p. 10-11: Rex Features/Blend Images; p. 11: 
bikeriderlondon/Shutterstock; p. 12: PT Images/Shutterstock; p. 13 (a): Hemera/Th inkstock; 
(b): Paul Miles/Axiom Photographic/Newscom; (C): © Charles O. Cecil/Alamy; (d): © Ian 
M Butterfi eld (Tunisia)/Alamy; (e): © Jack Sullivan/Alamy; p. 16 (L): Axiom Photographic/
Design Pics/SuperStock; (R): Rex Features/Image Source; p. 19 (L): Beyond/SuperStock; (R): 
poco_bw/Fotolia; p. 22: © Keith Erskine/Alamy; p. 23: Rex Features/Pete Souza; p. 24: 
Jupiterimages/Th inkstock; p. 26: Rex Features; p. 28 (students): Rex Features/David 
Oxberry/Mood Board; (fl ight attendant): © Antonio Saba/Corbis; (weight training): 
Stockbyte/Th inkstock; (confused man): © MBI/Alamy; p. 31: Syda Productions/
Shutterstock; p. 34 (T): Hero Images/Getty Images; (C): Cusp/SuperStock; (B): Rex Features/
Caiaimage; p. 35: wilar/Shutterstock; p. 37: Rex Features/Caiaimage; p. 38: age fotostock/
SuperStock; p. 39: Christopher Futcher/Th inkstock; p. 40 (L): Rex Features/Courtesy Everett 
Collection; (R): Neil Farrin/Th e Image Bank/Getty Images; p. 41 (L): Hubert Moal/AWL 
Images/Getty Images; (R): Dean Drobot/Shutterstock; p. 43 (T): JEROME FAVRE/EPA/
Newscom; (C): Rex Features/Sipa Press; (B): Fancy Collection/SuperStock; p. 46: Rex 
Features; p. 47: Monkey Business Images/Shutterstock; p. 48: AVAVA/Shutterstock; p. 49 (T): 
iStockphoto.com/craft vision; (C): © John McKenna/Alamy; (B): withGod/Shutterstock; p. 
53 (dishwasher): part/Shutterstock; (wifi ): amasterphotographer/Shutterstock; (bread): 
Sergey Peterman/Shutterstock; (biro): Lipik/Shutterstock; (video recorder): You Touch Pix of 
EuToch/Shutterstock; (mouse): iStockPhoto.com/Jonas_; (personal stereo): Wasan Srisawat/
Shutterstock; (toaster): Les Scholz/Shutterstock; (wristwatch): Ozaiachin/Shutterstock; 
(ring-pull can): Olinchuk/Shutterstock; p. 43 (a): Chuck Rausin/Shutterstock; (b): scyther5/
Shutterstock; (c): Maxx-Studio/Shutterstock; 
(d): ericlefrancais/Shutterstock; (e): Neamov/Shutterstock; (f): CHROMORANGE/M. 
Weber/picture alliance/Newscom; p. 58 (T): Nils Z/Shutterstock; (B): leoks/Shutterstock; 
p. 58 (C) & p. 59 (T): leungchopan/Shutterstock; p. 60 (Kuala Lumpur): © Steve Th omas/
Alamy; (Dubai): Shahid Ali Khan/Shutterstock; (Delhi): CatchaSnap/Shutterstock; 
(Bangkok): Gavin Hellier/Robert Harding/Newscom; p. 61: Andre Kohls/imagebrok/
imagebroker.net/SuperStock; p. 64: Monkey Business Images/Shutterstock; p. 65 (L): 
wavebreakmedia/Shutterstock; (R): © Chris Pearsall/Alamy; p. 69: Rex Features/Sipa Press; 
p. 73 (a): Valeriy Lebedev/Shutterstock; (b): Monkey Business Images/Shutterstock; (c): Rex 
Features/Sipa Press; p. 75: Christopher Artell/Geisler-Fotop/picture alliance/Newscom; p. 76 
(dice): Pertusinas/Shutterstock; (signs): Rtimages/Shutterstock; (man at fork): Blend Images/
SuperStock; p. 77: keko64/Shutterstock; p. 78: Adam Gregor/Shutterstock; p. 80: © Lee 
Martin/Alamy; p. 83 (both images): Robyn Mackenzie/Shutterstock; p. 85 (T): 
MARCELODLT/Shutterstock; (C): hxdbzxy/Shutterstock; (B): ariadna de raadt/
Shutterstock; p. 86: Zadorozhnyi Viktor/Shutterstock; p. 88 (L): michaeljung/Shutterstock; 
(baby and book): Chepko Danil Vitalevich/Shutterstock; (baby and tablet): victorsaboya/
Shutterstock; p. 94 (a): Rex Features/Paul Brown; (b): Rex Features/Image Source; (c): Rex 
Features/Leah Warkentin/Design Pics Inc.; (d): Jupiterimages/Th inkstock; p. 95: © Design 
Pics Inc./Alamy; p. 97: © J Marshall - Tribaleye Images/Alamy; p. 98: Rex Features/Monkey 
Business Images; p. 99: Image Courtesy of Th e Advertising Archives; p. 100–101 (cells): Rex 
Features/DEA PICTURE LIBRARY/UIG; p. 101 (microscope a): Tetra Images Tetra Images/
Newscom; (microscope b): Science and Society/SuperStock; p. 103: © Golden Pixels LLC/
Alamy; p. 104: Krzysztof Kostrubiec/Shutterstock; p. 106: Courtesy of Base Backpackers; 
p. 107 (Casablanca): Warner Bros/Ronald Grant Archive; p. 109 (a): Ronald Grant Archive; 
(b): LucasFilm/Ronald Grant Archive; (c): Rex Features/c.Dreamworks/Everett; (d): 
MOSFILM/THE KOBAL COLLECTION; p. 110: TWENTIETH CENTURY-FOX FILM 
CORPORATION/THE KOBAL COLLECTION; p. 112 (L): Tony Anderson/Th e Image 
Bank/Getty Images; (C): Jiang Jin/SuperStock; (R): © Picture Partners/Alamy; p. 113: Blaj 
Gabriel/Shutterstock; p. 115: Photobank gallery/Shutterstock; p. 116: Rex Features/Courtesy 
Everett Collection; p. 118: ginosphotos/iStock/Th inkstock/Getty Images; p. 119: Diego 
Cervo/Shutterstock; p. 121: iStockPhoto.com/MychkoAlezander; p. 124 (yin-yang): Sarun T/
Shutterstock; (woman eating hamburger): © Peet Simard/Corbis; (people in desert): © Jason 
Florio/Corbis; (lettuce): © Cephas Picture Library/Alamy; p. 127: Chris Hondros/Getty 
Images; p. 128: © Emely/Corbis; p. 21 (L): frantisekhojdysz/Shutterstock; (C): Pete Niesen/
Shutterstock; (R): Ron Chapple/Th e Image Bank/Getty Images; p. 131 (T): China Tourism 
Press/Th e Image Bank/Getty Images; (B): © Roger Cracknell 14/Asia/Alamy; p. 132: 
Manamana/Shutterstock; p. 133 (L): irakite/Th inkstock; (R): SGM Stock Connection USA/
Newscom; p. 136: Jacqueline Larma/AP/Press Association Images; p. 137 (T): Rex Features/
James D. Morgan; (C): Rex Features/KPA/Zuma; (B): Rex Features/KPA/Zuma; p. 138 (T & 
B): Clover/SuperStock;  p. 139: © Hinrich Baesemann/dpa/Corbis; p. 144: © i love images/
Alamy; p. 145: Vladru/Shutterstock; p. 146 (a): Jakub Cejpek/Shutterstock; (b): Glow 
Images/SuperStock; (c): Monkey Business/Fotolia; p. 147 (T): Rex Features/Blend Images; 
(C): Monkey Business Images/Shutterstock; (B): Vitalii Nesterchuk/Shutterstock; p. 148 (T): 
© geogphoto/Alamy; (B): © Chris Batson/Alamy; p. 149: Digital Vision/Photodisc/
Th inkstock/Getty Images; p. 150 (T): Jonathan Hayward/Th e Canadian Press/Press 
Association Images; (B): © STRINGER/BANGLADESH/Reuters/Corbis; p. 154 (violinist): 
Ryan McVay/Th inkstock; (dolphins): David Schrader/Th inkstock; (classroom): © Andrew 
Fox/Alamy; (researcher): Biosphoto/SuperStock; p. 155: Mary Evans Picture Library; p. 156: 
Rex Features/Sipa Press; p. 159: iStockPhoto.com/skynesher; p. 160 (L): © Peter Horree/
Alamy; (R): © Patrick Batchelder/Alamy; p. 161 (L): Mark Williamson/Photolibrary/Getty 
Images; (R): © Universal Images Group Limited/Alamy.

Illustrations by Paul Williams/Sylvie Poggio

Picture research by the Bill Smith Group, Inc

Recordings by Leon Chambers at Th e Soundhouse Ltd Recording Studios
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Content of Cambridge English: Advanced

Cambridge English: Advanced, also known as Certifi cate in Advanced English (CAE) consists of four papers. It is not 
necessary to pass all four papers in order to pass the examination. Th ere are three passing grades: A, B, C. As well 
as being told your grade, you will also be given a statement of your results which shows a graphical profi le of your 
performance on each paper.

Extended certifi cation 
Cambridge English: Advanced is set at Level C1 of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages 
(CEFR). Extended certifi cation can give you additional credit for the language skills you demonstrate in the exam. It 
works in two ways.
• If you perform particularly well, you can get credit at a higher level on the CEFR. If you get grade A in the exam, you 

receive a certifi cate indicating that you are at C2 level.
• You can also receive credit for your English language skills, even if you do not achieve a passing grade. So if you do 

not get enough marks for a grade C in the exam, you can still be awarded a certifi cate showing performance at level 
B2 if you show this level of ability in the exam.

Results CEFR Level

Grade A C2

Grades B and C C1

B2 level B2

Paper 1 Reading and Use of English 1 hour 30 minutes
Th ere are eight parts to this paper and they are always in the same order. Parts 1–4 contain texts with accompanying 
grammar and vocabulary tasks. Parts 5–8 contain a range of texts and accompanying reading comprehension tasks. Th e 
texts used are from newspapers, magazines, journals, books, leafl ets, brochures, etc.

Part Task Type Number 
of 

Questions

Task Format Objective 
Exam Folder

1 Multiple-choice 
cloze

8 A text with eight gaps, each with four options. This mainly tests 
vocabulary: idioms, collocations, fi xed phrases, etc. 

1 (14–15)

2 Open cloze 8 A text with eight gaps which must be fi lled with one word each. 2 (26–27)

3 Word formation 8 A text with eight gaps. Each gap corresponds to a word. The stems of the 
missing words are given and must be changed to form the missing word.

3 (44–45)

4 Key word 
transformation

6 Six questions, each with a gapped sentence which must be completed in 
three to six words, including a given key word.

4 (56–57)

5 Multiple choice 6 A reading text followed by multiple-choice questions. 5 (74–75)

6 Cross-text multiple 
matching

4 Four short texts, followed by multiple-matching questions. You must read 
across texts to match a prompt to elements in the texts.

6 (86–87)

7 Gapped text 6 A text with missing paragraphs. You must use the missing extracts to 
complete the text.

7 (104–105)

8 Multiple matching 10 A text (or several short texts) with multiple-matching questions. 8 (116–117)

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107674387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67438-7 – Objective Advanced
Felicity O’Dell and Annie Broadhead
Frontmatter
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

 c o n t e n t  o f  c a m b r i d g e  e n g l i s h :  a d va n c e d   99  c o n t e n t  o f  c a m b r i d g e  e n g l i s h :  a d va n c e d

Paper 2 Writing 1 hour 30 minutes
There are two parts to this paper. Part 1 is compulsory and you have to answer it in 220–260 words. In Part 2 there is a 
choice of tasks. You must write an answer of 220–260 words to one of these tasks.

Part Task Type Number of 
Tasks

Task Format Objective Writing Folder

1 essay 1 You have to write an essay based on two points 
in given information. You need to decide which 
of the two points is more important, and to 
explain why.

2  Formal writing (32–33)
3  Essays (50–51)
6  Essays (2) (92–93)
9  Persuasive writing (140–141)
10 The Writing Paper: general 

guidance (152–153)

2 report
review
letter / email
proposal

Choose 1 
from a 
choice of 
tasks.

You are given a choice of tasks which specify 
the type of text you have to write, your purpose 
for writing and the person or people you have 
to write for.

1  Formal and informal writing 
(20–21)

2  Formal writing (32–33)
4 Reports (62–63)
5  Letters / emails (80–81)
7  Reviews (110–111)
8  Proposals (122–123)
9  Persuasive writing (140–141)
10 The Writing Paper: general 

guidance (152–153)

Paper 3 Listening approximately 40 minutes 
There are four parts to this paper. All the recordings are heard twice. The recordings are set in a variety of situations.  
In some parts you hear just one speaker; in others more than one speaker.

Part Task Type Number of 
Questions

Task Format Objective 
Exam Folder

1 Multiple choice 6 You hear three short extracts and have to answer two multiple-choice 
questions on each. Each question has three options, A, B and C.

9 (134–135) 

2 Sentence 
completion

8 You hear a recording and have to write a word or short phrase to complete 
sentences. 

9 (134–135) 

3 Multiple choice 6 You hear a recording and have to answer multiple-choice questions with 
four options.

9 (134–135) 

4 Multiple matching 10 You hear five short extracts. There are two matching tasks focusing on the 
gist and the main points of what is said, the attitude of the speakers and 
the context in which they are speaking, etc.

9 (134–135) 
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Paper 4 Speaking 15 minutes
There are four parts to this paper. There are usually two of you taking the examination together and two examiners. This 
paper tests your grammar and vocabulary, interactive communication, pronunciation and how you link your ideas.

Part Task Type Time Task Format Objective 
Exam Folder

1 Three-way conversation between two 
students and one of the examiners

2 minutes The examiner asks you both some questions about 
yourself and your interests and experiences.

10 (146–147) 

2 Individual ‘long turn’ with brief 
response from partner

4 minutes You are each given some visual and written prompts 
and the examiner will ask you to talk about these for 
about a minute. You are asked to give a short response 
after your partner has finished their ‘long turn’.

10 (146–147) 

3 Collaborative task 4 minutes You are given some spoken instructions and written 
stimuli for a discussion or decision-making task and you 
discuss these prompts with your partner.

10 (146–147) 

4 Three-way interaction between 
students and one of the examiners

5 minutes The examiner asks you and your partner questions 
relating to topics arising from Part 3.

10 (146–147) 
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 G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  YO U   11

1

10  U N I T  �

Getting to know you

Speaking
1 Work with a partner and discuss this 

question. Do you find it easy to get to know 
other people?

2 Decide which five of these questions would 
be useful to ask if you wanted to get to 
know someone. Give reasons by discussing 
what you think the answers would reveal.

1 What would be your ideal way to spend 
a weekend?

2 Do you prefer to work or study on your 
own, or with other people?

3 How important is it for you to keep up 
with the news?

4 Would you ever do an extreme sport, 
such as bungee jumping?

5 Which is your favourite meal of the day? 
Why?

6 Do you make detailed plans for your 
future, or do you just wait and see what 
happens?

7 What’s the first thing you notice about 
people when you meet them for the first 
time?

8 What’s the furthest you’ve ever been 
from home?

3 Work with a different partner. Ask and 
answer the five questions you chose. 
Discuss what you think the answers 
revealed. 

4 Look at the photos. What is your first 
impression of each person?

A

Vocabulary
1 Complete these sentences with words from the box. There 

may be more than one possible answer.

conscientious narrow-minded courageous
unconventional competent down-to-earth
outgoing decisive knowledgeable
persuasive

1 She seems very conscientious and is obviously putting a 
lot of effort into her new job.

2 With two years’ experience in the classroom, I’d say he’s 
a very   teacher. 

3 I think she’d make a great team leader because she’s a  
  sort of person, whereas I find it hard to 

make up my mind. 
4 It was a   decision to resign in protest at the 

company’s pollution record. 
5 I’d describe her as a   sort of person with no 

pretensions.
6 One of his daughters is    , while the other 

one is really shy – how strange!
7 To my mind, he has a very   way of dressing 

– it’s very creative. 
8 You could say they display the typical,   

attitudes of small communities. 
9 She gave a very   speech about the need for 

more funding. 
10 If she’s an international lawyer, then she needs to be 

very   in her job.

2 011  Listen and check your answers. Mark the stress on 
each word in the box (e.g. conscientious).

3 Work in pairs. Use the adjectives from exercise 1 to talk 
about the people in the photos. 

 Exam spot

In Part 1 of Paper 4 (the Speaking test), you have about 
two minutes to answer questions about yourselves 
(where you come from, your leisure activities, etc.). Use 
a range of grammar and vocabulary, as well as clear 
pronunciation.

In Part 2, you need to compare, describe and express 
opinions about two photos from a set of three. Phrases 
such as You could say …, She seems … and I’d describe 
her as … are useful for this. 
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Conditionals
1 Look at these examples of conditional sentences. 

What are the grammatical differences? Which one 
seems more ‘real’?
If she’s an international lawyer, then she needs 
to be very knowledgeable in her job.

What would be your ideal way to spend a 
weekend?

2 Complete the table about the four basic types of 
conditional.

Type Tense – 
if clause

Tense – 
main clause 

Use for …

zero present simple 
or continuous

present simple 
or continuous

first

second past simple or 
continuous

hypothetical 
situations

third would have + 
past participle

3 Work with a partner. How could you rephrase these 
sentences using structures from the table?

1 Should you have any problems, I will be 
available to help.

2 Had it not been for Jane, the manager would 
have got the wrong impression of me.

3 I’ll keep my real opinion to myself if it makes 
the situation easier.

4 Complete the sentences using words from the box.

given if so unless otherwise provided

1 He might be lonely.   , I suggest he 
joins a sports club.

2 Let’s take a taxi to the party,   we’ll 
be late.

3   he increase in social-networking, 
it’s easier to keep in touch with people.

4 I won’t go   you come with me.
5   that you follow this advice, you’ll 

do well in your new college.

 Corpus spot
Be careful with given and provided. The Cambridge English Corpus 
shows exam candidates often mistake these.

The tour wasn’t as pleasant as we thought it would be, given that 
the coach broke down on the way.

NOT The tour wasn’t as pleasant as we thought it would be, 
provided that the coach broke down on the way.

B
C

G   page 162

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107674387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67438-7 – Objective Advanced
Felicity O’Dell and Annie Broadhead
Excerpt
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

12  U N I T  1  G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  YO U   1312  U N I T   U N I T   U N I T  1  G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  YO U   13

Reading
1 Work with a partner and discuss these 

questions.

1 Have you ever visited or lived in a 
foreign country? If so, what cultural 
differences did you notice?

2 What might a visitor to your 
country perceive to be the biggest 
cultural difference?

3 What is culture shock, do you think? 
Have you ever experienced this?

2 Read Joy’s blog about living in London.

1 Why does she compare culture to an 
iceberg?

2 What is her final piece of advice 
to people going to live in another 
culture?

3 Work in small groups and discuss these 
questions.

1 What are the dangers of making 
general statements about national 
characteristics?

2 What generalisations are made 
about people from your country? 
Do you agree with them?

Culture shock
Posted by Joy: Today 10.12 am

Today marks exactly one year since I came to London! When 
I made the decision to leave Singapore, it was incredibly 
exciting. Soon, though, I had to face the challenge of 
experiencing a different way of life. It hasn’t always been 
easy, living on (literally) the other side of the world. I guess 
I shouldn’t be surprised that people who have grown up in 
different places have different ways of behaving, thinking 
and expressing themselves.

Before I set off on my adventure, I had certain images of 
English people: polite, serious people, always drinking tea, 
obsessed with the weather … These things aren’t exactly 
false, but they’re only the tip of the iceberg. I soon realised 
that people’s behaviour wasn’t always consistent with my 
preconceptions. 

Let’s start with the things I love. London is a big, bustling, 
cosmopolitan city. So, in that respect, things weren’t totally 
new for me. There are lots of things to do all year round and 
I can go to museums, musicals and plays whenever I want. 
Also, because of where London is, I can easily just pop over 
to Paris or Brussels for a weekend getaway.

But after going through the ‘tourist phase’ of finding 
everything completely new and exciting, more and 
more things started to surprise me. I discovered the 
‘iceberg’ hidden under the water and started to gain some 
insight into British culture. For example, some of the 
TV programmes and newspapers were a bit of a shock. 
Sometimes it seems that, in the media, anything goes. The 
English sense of humour is really interesting, too. A lot of 
the time, it’s really self-deprecating humour. Sometimes it 
can be quite obvious and crude (and not at all polite). At 
other times, you don’t really know if they’re being sarcastic 
or being serious. It took me a while to get used to that, and 
read between the lines. But it helped to watch a lot of chat 
shows and comedies (English people love watching TV – 
in fact, that’s what a lot of their conversation and cultural 
references are about). In fact these programmes are a rich 
source of information about the British and the British way 
of life. 

All this got me thinking about culture – not just in England, 
but everywhere. It’s like a kind of social glue, it holds 
society together. We learn about the culture of our own 
society in a very natural way as we grow up – it’s the ‘dos’ 
and ‘don’ts’ about how we treat people, what is acceptable 
behaviour.

The aspects of culture you can see are based on those 
values and beliefs that you can’t. It will take a long time to 
understand those deeply held values and beliefs, because 
you have to notice them slowly and work them out.

My advice to anyone going to a new country is this: don’t be 
afraid to try out new things. That’s the whole point of going 
and how you gain experience. But before you go, check out 
good websites for information about the place and get a 
good guidebook. When you’re there, explore it as much as 
you can – get out and make friends with ‘real’ people! You’ll 
find that the more you do, the more you’ll gain confidence. 

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107674387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67438-7 – Objective Advanced
Felicity O’Dell and Annie Broadhead
Excerpt
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

12  U N I T  1  G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  YO U   13

A

B

C

 G E T T I N G  T O  K N O W  YO U   13

Vocabulary

 Vocabulary spot

It is important to know which words collocate (commonly go 
together). A good dictionary will tell you this. When you see or 
hear good examples of new collocations, make a note of them.

1 The phrase tip of the iceberg is made from two 
nouns. Look at these other collocations from the 
blog. What types of word are they made from?

1 culture shock
2 make a decision
3 incredibly exciting
4 acceptable behaviour

2 Look at Joy’s blog again. Find more collocations.

1 three different words that collocate with gain
2 three expressions using way or ways
3 two phrases with humour
4 two nouns that follow made or make
5 a phrase that collocates with values and beliefs

3 Work with a partner. Discuss whether some 
personality types are more likely to suffer from 
culture shock than others. 

Listening

 Exam spot

In Part 4 of Paper 3 (the Listening test), you listen to five short 
monologues. There are two multiple-matching tasks with eight 
options each. You need to match the correct five.

1 021  You will hear five short extracts in which 
speakers are talking about meeting new people. 
Listen and match each speaker with a photo (A–E).

2 Listen again. Match a speaker with a topic (A–H). 

Speaker 1
Speaker 2
Speaker 3
Speaker 4
Speaker 5

A Testing friendships
B Exchanging money
C No way to get to know a lady
D  Sharing a passion
E Business and pleasure
F Strangers are not so strange
G Friends for life
H Sharing the environment

3 Which speakers did you find most interesting? Why?

Culture shock
Posted by Joy: Today 10.12 am

E

D
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14  E X A M  F O L D E R  1  E X A M  F O L D E R  1   1�

Paper 1 Part 1 
Multiple-choice cloze

In Part 1 of the Reading and Use of English test, you choose one word from a 
set of four (A, B, C or D) to fill a gap. The focus is on vocabulary, so you have to 
think about the meaning of the word and whether it collocates with another in the 
text. Sometimes, you have to check the word fits the grammatical context of the 
sentence and the text as a whole.
Below are some examples of the types of words that are tested in this part of 
the paper.

Collocations
All that was left for breakfast was some   bread and tea.
A stale  B rotten  C sour  D rancid
The correct answer is A. We say stale bread, rotten fruit/vegetables/meat, sour milk 
and rancid butter.

Fixed expressions
I   sight of an old friend when I went to the bank yesterday.
A saw  B caught  C set  D gained
The correct answer is B. The expression is to catch sight of someone/something.

Phrasal verbs
He intends to   up a computer business with his brother.
A put  B lay  C get  D set
The correct answer is D – to set up means to establish a company/business.

Connecting words
He decided to go,   his family begged him not to.
A although  B despite  C otherwise  D if
The correct answer is A. Despite would require the construction despite his family 
begging him not to or despite the fact that his family begged him not to. 
Otherwise means ‘or else’ and if does not make sense here.

Meaning
Emma fell down and   her knee.
A skimmed  B grazed  C rubbed  D scrubbed
The correct answer is B. Graze means to break the surface of the skin by rubbing 
against something rough. Skim means to move quickly just above (a surface) without, 
or only occasionally, touching it. Rub means to press or be pressed against (something) 
with a circular or up-and-down repeated movement. Scrub means to rub something 
hard in order to clean it.
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1 For questions 1–8, read the text below and decide which answer 
(A, B, C or D) best fits each gap. There is an example at the beginning (0). 

 0 A build B make C cause D design

 1  A reveal  B give C deliver  D exhibit

 2  A vision B insight  C intuition  D comprehension 

 3  A exploration  B testing  C trial  D research 

 4  A origin  B source  C heart  D core

 5  A immense  B excessive  C complex D incalculable

 6  A solely  B merely  C barely  D uniquely

 7  A constant  B reliable  C consistent  D stable

 8  A assurance  B evidence  C basis  D foundation 

Social-networking sites and 
personality
Social-networking sites are a great way to keep in touch with people 
and (0)      B            new friends. However, by using them, we also 
unintentionally (1)   a lot about our personalities. 
These sites are increasingly being studied by psychologists to gain 
(2)   into people’s personalities. 
After years of (3)   into how relationships in real life are 
formed, psychologists are � nding that social-networking sites provide a 
rich (4)   of useful data. It’s possible to study 
(5)   social-networks and communication patterns in 
new ways. 
We no longer have to rely (6)   on people reporting how 
they feel about each other. Messages and images on these sites act as 
open-ended stimuli that people react to in ways (7)   with 
their personalities. Psychologists have found enough (8)   
to be able to con� rm that extroverts post more messages and photos on 
social-networking sites than introverts. For example, introverts tend to 
read messages, but not respond to them. 

EXAM ADVICEEXAM ADVICE
● Read the title of the text – 

this will help you predict 
the main topic.

● Always read the whole text 
first, to understand the gist.

● Look carefully at the 
sentence where the gap is. 
Also, look carefully at the 
sentences before and after 
the gap.

● Make sure that the word 
you choose makes sense in 
the context of the text as a 
whole.

● Consider each alternative 
carefully, dismissing those 
which do not fit.

● Finally, read through what 
you have written, and see if 
it sounds right.

http://www.cambridge.org/9781107674387
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-1-107-67438-7 – Objective Advanced
Felicity O’Dell and Annie Broadhead
Excerpt
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

 l i v i n g  l i f e  t o  t h e  f u l l   1

2

1  u n i t  �

Living life to the full

Speaking
1 Work with a partner. Discuss these questions.

1 Do you like doing or learning new things or 
travelling to new places? Why? Why not?

2 To what extent does living your life to the full 
mean not being afraid to try new things? 

3 What do you think of the idea of not watching 
TV, videos, etc. for a month and limiting 
your use of your phone and the internet to a 
maximum of an hour a day?

4 Describe four things you’d love to do (e.g. travel, 
write a novel, try a new sport). 

2 Read the email. Then discuss these questions. 

1 Who is Ms Bryant, and why is Amanda writing 
to her? 

2 Is the email written in formal or informal 
language? Why?

Dear Ms Bryant,

Thank you for your email in which you confirm my place 
on the tennis coaching course starting 5th July. 

I apologise for the delay in replying, but I have been sitting 
my final exams in Sports Psychology at university. As 
soon as my results are available, I will forward them to 
you. I am sure I will be able to draw on the knowledge that 
I have acquired at university during my course. 

I am delighted that I have been assigned to the group 
specialising in coaching 11–18-year-olds, as this is the 
age range I am particularly interested in. I believe in 
the importance of encouraging participation in sports 
especially for teenagers because this is a period in their 
lives when they opt for what I consider to be life choices. 
If a person engages in sport as a young person, they are 
more likely to continue to lead a healthy life in adulthood. 

I wonder if I could ask a couple of questions. Is breakfast 
included in the fee we pay for campus accommodation? 

Can I assume that as you have asked me to bring two 
tennis rackets and my sports kit, I will be provided with 
any extra equipment necessary for the course, such as a 
tennis ball cannon?

I very much look forward to taking part in the course.

Yours sincerely, 

Amanda Forester
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Writing

 Exam spot

In Part 2 of Paper 2 (the Writing test), you may be asked to write an email or a 
letter. It should be neutral or formal in style. Read the situation carefully and 
decide who you are writing to and why. Make sure you are consistent in your 
style of writing and that your purpose is clear.

1 Read Amanda’s email again.

1 It begins with Dear Ms Bryant and ends with Yours 
sincerely, … . What other beginnings and endings can 
formal emails have?

2 What do you notice about the type of vocabulary used? 
Give examples.

3 Are contractions used? Why? Why not? 
4 What are the differences between formal and informal 

writing?
5 Write a sentence summarising each paragraph.

2 Read a friend’s message. What is the problem with her letter?

3 Put the words in order to make sample phrases that could be 
used to make the message more formal.

1 Management / part / my / course … / of / As
2 subjects / as … / course / such / covers / The
3 Customer care / area / particularly / me. / is / that / 

interests / an /
4 be / to / my / of … / I / hope / able / understanding / 

develop / to
5 have / experience / some / waitress. / working / of / a / I / 

as

4 You have found a summer job at a hotel. Write to the hotel, 
introducing yourself. Write 220–260 words.

• refer to your studies and experience
• explain what you hope to learn from the job
• ask questions about the hotel or your work

Dependent prepositions
1 Look at these extracts. Then, underline more 

examples of dependent prepositions in 
Amanda’s email. 
Thank you for your email in which you …
I apologise for the delay in replying …

2 Complete the sentences with the missing 
prepositions. 

1 Drawing   personal experience, 
I think it’s much better to do a range 
of different sports instead of trying to 
perfect just one.

2 Are the classes included   the cost 
of gym membership?

3 Many people opt   adventure 
holidays these days because they want to 
get the most out of their free time. 

4 I’m looking forward   eating at the 
Mongolian restaurant because I’ve never 
eaten Mongolian food before. 

5 Max has completed the upper 
intermediate Russian course and has 
been assigned   the advanced class. 

6 I definitely believe   living life to 
the full.

7 In her spare time, Jessica engages   
volunteer work.

8 We were provided   all the 
materials we needed on the painting 
course. 

9 When I’ve completed my business 
degree, I’m going to specialise   
marketing.

10 I won’t be able to take part   the 
play because I’m going to be on holiday 
for most of August. 

 Corpus spot
Be careful not to choose the wrong prepositions. The 
Cambridge English Corpus shows that exam candidates 
often do this.

I saw a video that reminded me of old memories.

NOT I saw a video that reminded me for old memories.

Correct the mistakes in these sentences.
1 She is recovering of a bad illness.
2 I’m doing research in children’s behaviour.
3 I like reading, so I have very good background 

knowledge on history and geography.
4 I wish I could travel back to time.
5 We put a lot of effort to organising the party.
6 I have the pleasure in inviting you to our 

presentation in July.

G   page 162

As you know, I’m studying hotel management and as part of the 

course, we have to work in a hotel. I’ve got to write to the hotel 

where I’ll be working to introduce myself. Could you have a look 

at what I’ve written so far? It’s only the start of the letter. How can I 

change it to make it more formal?

 

Dear Tom, 

I’m coming to your hotel for the month of August. It’s part of my 

Management course at Branston College. My course is great fun 

and I’ve done lots of stu�  on receptionist duties, customer care and 

some � nance. I like customer care best and hope that I’ll be able to 

learn a lot more about that at your hotel. I’ve worked in a restaurant 

before as a waitress but only as a holiday job when I was at school. 
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Vocabulary

 Vocabulary spot

Look at the prepositional phrases in 
these sentences.
• This appeals to people who want to 

live their life to the full.
• We can send a message or photos to 

hundreds of friends around the world 
in no time at all. 

These phrases, which begin with a 
preposition, add extra information 
to the main part of the sentence. 
Prepositional phrases are often fixed, so 
you can learn them as one ‘chunk’. 

1 Complete these prepositional 
phrases. What do they mean? 
Use the context to help you.

by by at for in on

1 I’ve started eating more 
healthily, and this   
turn has given me more 
energy to do exercise. 

2   and large, it’s been 
easy to adapt to my new 
lifestyle.

3 Everyone started talking all 
  once.

4 Our plans to go on holiday 
are   hold until we’ve 
saved up more money.

5 I found out   chance 
that she’s moved to 
Argentina. 

6 Haven’t you heard? He’s gone 
to live abroad   good. 

Reading
1 Read the article quickly. How does the internet help us live life to the 

full? How does it prevent us?

2 Complete gaps 1–16 with a preposition.

3 Work with a partner and discuss these questions.

1 Think about how you use the internet. Which points in the article 
do you agree with most?

2 In what ways does the internet help you live your life to the full?

Firstly, getting information on any subject is fast and easy. A simple 
online search provides us (2)   information, teaches us about the 
world in general, or can help us plan a holiday. Secondly, many people 
choose to engage (3)   a range of activities online because they 
want to let their friends and family know about all the exciting things 
that they are doing. And this appeals (4)   people who want to live 
their life to the full and don’t have enough time to write emails or letters 
to everyone in their circle of friends. Now, we can send messages or 
photos to hundreds of friends around the world in no time at all. This 
next point is tricky, but I choose to include it (5)   the pros – it’s 
online shopping. You can buy almost anything online as businesses 
increasingly opt (6)   the internet as a means of promoting their 
products and services (7)   the public. Some people blame the 
internet (8)   the increase in the number of people getting into 
debt, but I’m not sure this is true.

Pros

There is serious concern about the increase (9)   the amount of 
time people spend on their own in front of a screen. We should beware 
(10)   letting time slip by without face-to-face contact with friends. 
People who devote an excessive amount of time (11)   using their 
computer may risk feeling lonely and isolated. For some people, the 
internet has made it more dif� cult to tell the difference (12)   work 
and leisure time. People can contact us at any time and any place. Not 
all employers comply (13)   the terms of their employees’ 
contracts, and expect them to be available to answer emails after normal 
working hours. Unfortunately, the internet has become associated 
(14)   working more and having less free time. Although we are 
aware of this, it is almost impossible to shield ambitious employees 
completely (15)   this negative aspect of the internet.

Cons

I’m a great fan of the internet and all that it can offer. However, I feel I 
should reflect (1)   the pros and cons of using it so much. I’d like to 
consider whether it really is helping people live their lives to the full or not.

Knowing the pros and cons of the internet allows us to make better 
decisions about how to spend our time. And although I admit that those 
who campaign (16)   a better work-life balance have a valid point, 
in my opinion, the internet helps us live our lives to the full more than it 
prevents it. 

Does the internet help us 
live life to the full?

 Exam spot

In Part 2 of Paper 1 (the Reading and 
Use of English test), you may have 
to complete a gap with a dependent 
preposition. Remember to look at the 
words immediately before and after 
the gap. Also, read the whole sentence 
containing the gap and the surrounding 
sentences to make sure you understand 
the meaning of the text. 
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Speaking
1 What do you think makes someone a good 

communicator?

2 In the recording, we heard Yolanda and Martin 
develop their answers by giving extra information. 
Work with a partner and discuss ways of developing 
the answers to these questions.

1 What do you enjoy about where you live?
2 Why are you studying English?
3 What interesting things have you done lately?
4 What are your plans for the future?

3 Work in groups of three.

• Student A, ask the questions in exercise 2 
and another three general questions of your 
own. Make a note of whether or not the other 
students develop their answers with a main idea 
and extra information.

• Students B and C, develop your answers as fully 
as possible and make them interesting. Try to 
use a range of structures (e.g. present, past and 
future forms) and vocabulary.

4 Apart from a range of structures and vocabulary, 
what other features are important when speaking?

Yolanda
Martin

Listening
1 Look at the photos of two students, Yolanda and 

Martin. Do you think they both live life to the full? 
What do you think are the typical hobbies and 
future hopes of young people like this?

2 031  Work in pairs. One of you listen to Yolanda and 
the other to Martin. Make notes on these questions.

1 Where are you from?
2  What languages have you studied?

3 041  Now listen to the next part and make notes on 
what Yolanda and Martin say about these topics. 

1 hobbies
2 future hopes
3 live or work abroad permanently?
4 earliest memories of school

4 Do you have anything in common with either 
Yolanda or Martin?
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