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Forces of nature3

22 Unit 3

 3  Brittany, 18, Australia

In Victoria we often get heat waves in January and February, when 
temperatures can sometimes be as high as 44ºC. Heat waves increase the risk 
of forest fi res, or bushfi res. We’ve just had a few bushfi res in my area. Luckily, 
nobody was badly hurt this time, but hundreds of houses were burnt to the 
ground. The fi res reached very high temperatures and a lot of animals, like 
kangaroos and cows, were killed. Lots of people volunteered to help as 
fi refi ghters, but I’m helping to look after the people who have lost their 
homes. We’ve got a place for them to stay and we’re making them food, but 
maybe the most important thing is to talk to them and listen to them. They’re 
in shock because they’ve just lost everything they had.

 1  
a  Read the texts quickly and match them with the titles A–C. 

22

will and going to
Future continuous
Vocabulary: Natural disasters; Outdoor equipment
Interaction 3: Getting ready for a trip 

 b   1.18 Read the texts again and listen. Then answer 
the questions.

1  How is Naima’s family preparing for the monsoon?
2  What are the effects of the monsoon?

3  Where is ‘Tornado Alley’?
4  How big was the tornado that went through Jon’s town?
5  What are the effects of the bushfi res?
6  What is Brittany doing at the moment?

The eye of the storm 

Blazing inferno

 A

 B

c  Work in a group. Answer the questions.

1  Do you know about any natural disasters?
2  What do people do to prepare for extreme 

weather in your country?
3  Would you volunteer to help in an emergency? 

Why? / Why not?

2  Jon, 16, USA

 I live in the state of Mississippi. It’s part of ‘Tornado Alley’, an area which has a lot 

of tornadoes, or ‘twisters’, every spring. About 1,000 tornadoes occur in different 

parts of the USA every year. This year we had a really bad storm. A huge twister, 

1.6 km wide, came right through the centre of town with winds blowing at about 

240 km per hour. Like most tornadoes, it only lasted for about 10 minutes, but lots 

of buildings were damaged and people got hurt very badly. We were lucky, though, 

because our house wasn’t touched. Most people think our town will probably be OK 

next year, because it isn’t very likely that a tornado will hit it two years in a row. 

But we’re going to make our basement stronger, just in case. 

Water, water everywhere 
 C

1  Naima, 17, India

Right now I’m in our fl at in Delhi. There are dark, heavy monsoon clouds, so it’s 

going to rain soon, very hard and for a long time. Tomorrow my father is going to 

make sure all our windows are secure so they will keep the rain out. We’re also going 

to buy extra food and drinking water – we expect it will be diffi cult to get to the 

shops once the rain starts, but I think we’ll cope with the situation if we prepare for 

it. In the city there are often fl oods and the electricity sometimes gets cut off. But 

that’s nothing compared to what can happen in the countryside. Every year there are 

huge fl oods near rivers or the sea, and hundreds of people lose their homes.
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Unit 3

 2  Natural disasters

a   1.19 Match the pictures with the words for 
natural disasters. Then listen and check.

1 avalanche  2 drought  3 earthquake  
4 fl ood  5 heat wave  6 hurricane  
7 tsunami  8 volcanic eruption

Culture Vulture
Did you know that between 
2000 and 2010 Britain had seven 
serious fl oods, two tornadoes, two 
heat waves, two periods of heavy snow 
and one hurricane? Does your country 
often have extreme weather?

23

 b  Choose the correct words.

1 Two skiers died in the avalanche / drought.
2 If it continues to rain, there might be a heat wave / 

fl ood in the town.
3 The drought / tsunami has continued for three 

months now, and a lot of plants have died.
4 A heat wave / hurricane has the power to destroy 

trees and buildings.

c   1.20 Listen to the conversations and weather 
reports. Which of the things in Exercise 2a are the 
people talking about?

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

d  Work with a partner. Answer the questions.

1  What types of weather do you think are more 
diffi cult to live with? Why?

2  What’s the worst weather you have experienced? 
What happened?

 3  DVD

/uː/ and /ʊ/
a   1.21 Sometimes the same combination of 

letters can be pronounced differently. Listen to 
these words. 

/uː/ monsoon boot food  

/ʊ/ look foot good

 b   1.22 Listen to the pronunciation of the 
underlined words and tick (✓) the correct 
column.

/uː/ /ʊ/

1   He bought a book about hurricanes.

2  It’ll stop raining soon.

3   I’m going to school in half an hour.

4   It’s a clear night. Can you see 
the moon?

5   The earth shook for about 
three minutes.

6   The lightning struck somewhere in 
the wood.

c   1.22 Listen again and repeat.

d   1.23 Listen and repeat.

Look at the rain! It’s good that the monsoon 
will fi nish soon!

 A

 G

 D

 B

 C

 E  F

 H
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24 Unit 3

 4 
will and going to

a  Look at the examples and match them 
with the uses.

1  There are dark, heavy monsoon clouds, 
so it’s going to rain soon.

2  We expect it will be diffi cult to get to 
the shops once the rain starts.

3  But we’re going to make our basement 
stronger, just in case. 

4 I’ll help you!

A  a decision made at the time of 
speaking (sometimes an offer or promise)

B  a future plan or intention 
C  a prediction based on present evidence
D  a prediction about the future (often 

with think, hope, expect, etc.)

 Grammar reference: Workbook page 82

 b  Complete the sentences with will or 
going to and the verbs in brackets. 

1 I’ve made a homework plan. I 
 (write) my history 

essay tomorrow. 
2  Do you think there  (be) 

more extreme weather in the future?
3  A:  This bag is really heavy!
   B:  I  (carry) it for you!
4  Look out! You  (fall)!
5  I  (not tidy) my room 

this evening. I want to go out.
6  I expect you  (have) a 

great time on holiday.

c   1.24  Circle  the correct words, then listen and check 
your answers.

Check it out!
●  We use the present continuous and 

going to for future arrangements.
  I’m meeting / going to meet my 

friends later.
●  However, we can’t use the present 

continuous for intentions, if there isn’t 
an arrangement.

  One day I’m going to buy a big car.
NOT One day I’m buying a big car.

Have you heard 1 what’s happening / what will happen at 
school next Friday? 2 We’ll have / We’re having a special 
Mad Hair Day to raise money for people who are homeless 
after the earthquake. If you pay £1, you can come to school 
with a crazy hairstyle or a silly hat. 3 It’ ll be / It’s being fun! 
Sam and I 4 are going to spray / will spray our hair different 
colours. 5 We’re going / We’ll go to a concert after school. 
6 It’s being / It’ ll be good to have funky hair. 

d  Work with a partner. Complete the sentences so they 
are true for you, then compare.

1  After class, I think …
2  This evening I …

3  At the weekend I …
4  Next year, I …

 5 
a  Work on your own. You are going to volunteer after 

a natural disaster. Think of a disaster and fi ll in the 
information.

Country: 

Disaster: 

Problems: 

  

  

  

Your job: 

 b  Work with a partner. Take turns to interview each 
other about your volunteer work. Ask about the 
country, the disaster, the problems and your partner’s 
job. Make notes.

c  Compare your notes. Which volunteer’s job will be 
more diffi cult? Why? 

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521712194
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 6 
Outdoor equipment 

a   1.25 Match the words with the pictures. 
Then listen and check. 

1 anorak  2 fl eece  3 goggles  4 insect repellent  
5 rucksack  6 sleeping bag  7 sun cream  
8 torch  9 walking boots  10 wetsuit  

 b  Complete the sentences with words from 
Exercise 6a.

1  My  is really comfortable to carry, 
even when it’s heavy. 

2  He wears a  to keep warm when 
he goes windsurfi ng. 

3  When we go camping we sleep in a 
 .

4  She’s got very pale skin so she takes lots of 
 when she travels to hot countries. 

5  I always get bitten by mosquitoes when I forget to 
take  .

6  They forgot to take a  with them 
so they couldn’t see anything at night. 

7  He always takes a  when he goes 
climbing. It’s lighter and warmer than a normal 
jumper. 

8  Her T-shirt was dry because she was wearing an 
 over it, but her jeans got very wet 

in the rain. 

 7 
a   1.26 Listen to three conversations about 

people getting ready to go on holiday. Number 
the items in the order you hear them.

skis  goggles 

sleeping bag  snowboard 

sun cream  walking boots 

insect repellent  fl eece 

 b   1.26 Listen again. Are the sentences right 
(✓) or wrong (✗)? Correct the wrong sentences. 

1  Dan and Ben both need a new sleeping bag.
2  Dan and Ben will have to take fl eeces on 

their trip.
3  Jess and Simone are going to share a bottle 

of insect repellent. 
4  Jess and Simone are going to the beach on 

Thursday. 
5  Toby is really good at snowboarding.
6  Marlene and Toby are both going to go 

snowboarding.

c  Work with a partner. Which of the holidays 
would you like to go on? Why?

c  Imagine you are going on these trips. Write three items from Exercise 6a that you would take with you.

Surfi ng Skiing Camping Trekking Safari 

fleece
walking boots
rucksack

 A

 H

 C

 E

 B

 G

 F

 I
 J

 D
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 8  
Future continuous 

a  Look at the examples. Then  circle  the correct 
words to complete the rules.

 Next Friday we’ll be sunbathing and 
swimming in the sea.
We won’t be sleeping in a tent.

●  We use the future continuous for actions in 
progress at a / no specifi c time in the future.

●   We form the future continuous with will be + 
infi nitive / verb + -ing

Grammar reference: Workbook page 84

 b  Complete the sentences with the verbs in 
brackets. Use the future continuous or will.

1   That cheap sun cream isn’t waterproof. I 
 (get) this one instead.

2  This time next week we  (walk) in 
the Himalayas. I can’t believe it.

3  I think perhaps I  (get) a 
job in the campsite shop again this summer. 

4  Just think, in three days’ time you  
(lie) on a sunny beach.

5  Call me at seven o’clock. I  (not do) 
my homework at that time.

c  Work in a group. Ask and answer questions about 
the future. Add extra words if necessary.

in the summer  at 9am on Saturday
this time next Thursday  in 10 years’ time

 A:   What will you be doing in the summer?
 B: I’ll be working at the café in town.

26

 Interaction 3 DVD

Getting ready for a trip 

 a   1.27 Listen to Jack and Millie deciding 
what to take on a camping trip. Tick (✓) the 
things in the picture that they are defi nitely 
going to take.

 b   1.27 Listen again and match the sentence 
halves. 

1   We’ll defi nitely  
need 

2  I reckon it’ll
3   Let’s take the

tin opener, 
4  We’ll decide on
5  Do you think it’ll
6  Shall we
7  I don’t think

 c  Work with a partner. 

Student A: Turn to page 118.
Student B: Turn to page 121. 

A   be easy to 
buy food.

B  just in case.
C   we’ll need 

the jumpers.
D   take the fl eeces?
E   be cold in 

the evening?
F  sleeping bags.
G  the stove later.
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Adventure Volunteers

http://interactive.cambridge.org/

Dear Sir/Madam,

I am interested in taking part in a volunteer 
programme. I would like to help with wildlife 
conservation as I love animals and have always 
wanted to go on safari to take photos of beuatiful 
wild animals like lions or elephants. 

I am writing to ask you for some more information 
about the trip. How long will I be able to stay in 
Zimbabwe and when will the trip start? I’ll have four 
weeks free from 20th July. How many other people 
will I be traveling with? It would be great to meet 
them before the trip if posible. What equipement will 
I need to take? Will I need speciall walking boots? 
I’m also keen to learn more about the conservation 
activities on the trip. What kinds of activities will we 
be doing every day? 

I’m really looking forward to going on the trip. 
I think it’ll be a fantastic expirience.

Yours faithfully,

Jez Martin

House building in Thailand 
Help children improve their survival 
skills in the Canadian mountains

Wildlife conservation in Zimbabwe

Adventure volunteer programmes for teens
Doing voluntary work is an exciting and rewarding 
way to travel to other countries. Make a positive 
contribution to the places you visit by helping others. 
At ‘Reach Out’ we organise volunteer trips for young 
people aged 16–18. If you are simply looking for a 
fantastic adventure, we also offer great trips packed 
with action, supervised by experts. 

Write to us with your questions and we will send you detailed information.

Unit 3 27

Portfolio 3
An email asking for information

a  Jez has seen this advert online. Read the advert. What three types of work does it advertise?

 b  Read Jez’s email. Which trip does he choose and 
why? What does he want to know?

c  Read Jez’s email again. Find and correct six 
spelling mistakes.

d  You have seen these trips advertised on a website. 
Choose the trip you would prefer to go on.

1  Look after cute monkeys in Sri Lanka!
2  Tree planting and fl ora conservation in Costa Rica. 
3  Teach sports, art or basic computer skills to 

children in Tanzania. 

e  Write an email to explain which trip you want to 
go on and to ask for more information. Ask about 
some of the things in the box. Check your spelling. 

getting to and from the destination  
the length of the trip  clothes  equipment  
activities during the trip  places to stay 
food  weather  other information

 f  Work with a partner. Read your partner’s email. 
Which trip does he/she choose and why? Does 
he/she ask good questions?
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File    Edit    View    Insert    Format    Tools    Actions    Help

Arctic Action

http://interactive.cambridge.org/

Can you imagine trying to survive 

in freezing cold Arctic weather? 

Weather conditions have always 

been extreme in this area but, 

because of climate change, the 

Arctic is in danger. Sea temperatures 

are rising, the ice is melting and the 

ecosystem is changing dramatically. 

Many people are campaigning to 

protect the Arctic and we found 

out about three campaigns that 

are really making an impact. 

Arctic Action 
 

 

THE ARCTIC FACTS AND FIGURES

Students on Ice National Inuit 
Youth Council

World Wide Fund for Nature

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) 
Polar Bear Tracker

Students on Ice

National Inuit Youth Council

 1

 2  3

 4

http://www.cambridge.org/9780521712194
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


Cambridge University Press
978-0-521-71219-4 – Interactive Level 3
Helen Hadkins Samantha Lewis and Joanna Budden
Excerpt
More information

© in this web service Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

 1  
The

Arctic

a  Read the webzine quickly and choose 
the best title for the page.  

1  Arctic animals in danger 
2  Working to save the Arctic 
3  The history and people of the Arctic 
4  Young people studying the Arctic 

 b  Read the texts again and answer the 
questions. 

1  Why is the Arctic in danger?

2  What can students learn on the Students 

on Ice programme?

3  Where is the organisation Students on Ice 
from?

4  What does the NIYC want to save? 

5  Why is the polar bear’s habitat in danger?  

6  Who can track the polar bears? 

c  Find the words in the texts that mean …

1  changing from a solid to a liquid because of heat (text 1)
2  a powerful effect that something has on a situation or a 

person (text 1) 
3  an organised journey, especially a long one for a 

particular purpose (text 2) 
4  an event where there are talks about a particular subject 

(text 3) 
5  visits made by students to study something away from 

their school or college (text 3)
6  follow a person or animal by using electronic equipment 

(text 4).

d  Work with a partner. Answer the questions. 

1  Would you like to go on an expedition to the Arctic? 
Why? / Why not?

2  What do you think about the Polar Bear Tracker 
campaign? Do you think it would be interesting to follow 
a polar bear? Why? / Why not?

3  Do you think that politicians and world leaders really 
listen to young people’s opinions? Why? / Why not? 

29Unit 3

 2 
Campaigning for action 

a  Work in a group. Complete a table like the one below with information about a campaign 
you would like to begin in your area. 

Campaign Location Problem Action

WWF’s Polar Bear 
Tracker Campaign.

Hudson Bay, Canada. Polar bears are in 
danger as their 
habitat is changing. 

Tag and track a group 
of polar bears so that 
people around the 
world can follow them.

 b  Plan your campaign. Think 
about events you can organise, 
and different ways you can 
advertise your campaign. 

c  Make a poster or fl yer to 
advertise your campaign. 
Include pictures, and details 
of the events you have planned.
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