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Meg’s Wedding

This book is a story about four sisters – Meg, Jo, Beth
and Amy March. They lived in a small town in the
state of Massachusetts, in North America.

Mr March, the girls’ father, was a minister. He
worked at a church in the town. Five years before the
beginning of this story, the American Civil war had
started. Mr March had left his home, and for two years
he had worked at a hospital for soldiers. During this
time, Mrs March took care of the four girls alone. Mr
March had worked hard at the hospital and he had
become ill. In December 1863, he returned home. For
the next three years, the March family lived together
quietly and happily.

        



In December 1866, Meg March was twenty years
old, Jo was nineteen, Beth was seventeen and Amy was
sixteen. For three years, Meg had been engaged to
marry a clever young man – John Brooke. Meg and
John wanted to get married the next summer.

John Brooke had been Laurie Laurence’s teacher.
Laurie was the Marches’ neighbour and he was Jo
March’s special friend. Laurie’s parents were dead. For
most of his life, he had lived with his grandfather in
the big house next to the Marches’ little house. But in
1864, Laurie Laurence had left the little town. After
that, he lived at his college in Boston. John Brooke’s
work in the Laurence house had finished and John
joined the army. He fought in the war for a year, then
he returned to the small town. He was injured, but he
soon became well again. He got a job in an office in
the town. He wanted to be near Meg.

John Brooke was a good, kind man, but he was not
rich. He did not earn much money. At the beginning
of 1867, he bought a small house near the Marches’
house. Meg loved this little house and she had many
plans for it.

Meg’s sisters made many pretty, useful things for the
house. All that spring, they worked hard. At last, in
June, the house was ready.

‘Are you happy with the house, Meg?’ asked Mrs
March one day. ‘Soon, it will be your home.’

Meg smiled at her mother. The sisters had always
called Mrs March ‘Marmee’. They still called her that.
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‘Yes, Marmee,’ said Meg. ‘I’m very happy. I love our
little house. And in one week, I will be John’s wife.’

‘You must have a servant, Meg,’ said Amy, the
youngest sister. ‘Someone must cook and clean for
you.’

‘Oh, no. I don’t want a servant,’ said Meg. ‘I will
take care of everything myself. I’ll be very happy to do
that.’

Meg and John got married at the end of June. Meg
made her own wedding dress. She and John invited
only a few people to the wedding – their families and
some good friends. Laurie Laurence came home from
college for the wedding. His grandfather was at the
wedding too, and so was Aunt March. Aunt March was
a very old lady. She was Mr March’s older sister.
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The day of the wedding was a beautiful summer day.
Meg put on her dress. Her three sisters helped her.
They put lovely flowers in her hair. Meg was beautiful
and she was very happy.
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After the wedding, there was a meal at the Marches’
house. Later, everybody went outside and they danced
round Meg and John in the garden. Everybody enjoyed
themselves very much.

At last, Meg and John went to their new home.
Meg was leaving her family and she was sad about that.
But she was very happy to be with her husband. She
kissed her mother.

‘I’ll visit you every day, Marmee,’ she said to her
mother. ‘I’m married now, but I’ll always be your
daughter. Thank you for my lovely, happy wedding
day.’

Then Meg kissed her father and her sisters and she
walked away with John. She had flowers in her hands
and the June sun shone on her happy face.

That day, Meg’s married life began.
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